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success with which he manages the diverse
Company which chance has thrown in his way
is proof enough that he is passed-master of
his profession. Shrewd, worldly, and un-
imaginative, we should imagine that the
coarser tales best please his taste, but it is
his business to cater for people of all kinds,
and he well understands how to ensure suffi-
cient variety to suit all listeners. His rough
good-humoured air of authority is sufficient
to keep the Friar and the Somnour within
bounds. He prevents the drunken Cook from
becoming an intolerable nuisance to the com-
pany. He keeps an eye on every individual
pilgrim, and sees that no one is overlooked.
His ready jests smooth over many little
roughnesses and disagreeables, and the one
thing that really takes him aback is when the
poor parson rebukes him for the constant
oaths which slip off his tongue so readily.
He can only conclude that a person so extra-
ordinary must be a Lollard. And all the
time that he is keeping the pilgrims in a good
temper and preventing them from feeling
the journey irksome, he has by no means lost
sight of the fact that the reward of the best
story is to be " $ soper at our aller cost/*
given at the Tabard Inn. The money he